TO ALL RESIDENTS
The Ashworth Mansions garden is a wonderful amenity and area of tranquility. The garden is for the benefit of all 105 flats and it has to appeal to a cross section of residents. It is carefully and professionally maintained and noise travels very easily across the garden and from the balconies and open windows. Consequently there are a few rules and guidelines which are intended to preserve the condition of the garden and maintain the sense of tranquility for everyone living at Ashworth Mansions. In the end we do, of course, rely on everyone’s good neighbourliness in enjoying the gardens whilst showing consideration to all other residents. The furniture in the garden is for all residents’ use on a first come, first served basis – please no attempting to reserve places in advance!
Noise from the garden and balconies:

Late night or noisy parties in the garden or on the balconies or wells between blocks are not permitted. Please be considerate to fellow residents with the number of people invited to gatherings (15 maximum). When using the garden or balconies for dinner and drinks in the evening, please ensure that you vacate by a reasonable time (e.g. before 11pm) to avoid noise disturbance to fellow residents trying to sleep. When having friends for dinner or drinks, please notify your immediate neighbours and keep windows closed wherever possible.
The playing of music from portable speakers or musical instruments in the garden or on the balconies is not permitted. Please use headphones when listening to music, radio, videos, computer games etc. 
All children under the age of 10 must be properly supervised by an adult at all times and not left to wander the gardens unaccompanied.  Please ensure activity is confined to the grassed areas and that children to do not walk on the flower beds, attempt to climb the trees or garden lights, damage the furniture and that other residents are not inconvenienced.
Noise can bounce off the walls in the area between the two blocks of flats and can be magnified by this effect. If you have your windows or balcony door open please ensure radios, television sets, music systems, computers etc are at a low volume level and noisy kitchen appliances are turned off so as not to disturb fellow residents. Please do not use TVs, computers, radios or music systems on the balconies or projecting out of windows and keep in mind that your conversations on balconies will be magnified and potentially disturb your neighbours.

Dogs:

Dogs are not permitted in the central garden, on the paved patio area or to be walked from the lower ground floor flats to the garden gate under any circumstance, whether a resident’s dog or belonging to a visitor (including dogs on a lead or held in arms). Additionally, the Elgin Avenue and Grantully Road front garden areas should not be used to exercise dogs.  Paddington Recreation Ground has a secure area for dog walking by the Morshead Road entrance.

Games:

Ball games, frisbee, trampolines and mechanical toys (such as drones) are not permitted in the gardens. Please do not leave children’s toys, play mats or equipment in the garden or on the patio when returning to your flat. The use of soft balls by young children is permitted. No cycling is allowed in the gardens, including children’s cycles and scooters. 
Maintaining the condition of the gardens:
Please ensure that all activities in the garden are confined to grassed areas and avoid treading on the cultivated beds. Occasionally, areas of the garden may be under repair and cordoned off by the gardeners and these areas should not be disturbed. Please ensure that when you leave the garden that you take all rubbish, food scraps,  picnic rugs and fold up chairs, crockery etc from the garden. We ask that you do not feed the foxes, squirrels or pigeons.
Security and garden access:
Security of the estate is of paramount importance so please do not leave the garden gates or block front doors wedged open if guests are arriving or leaving. Keys for the garden are available from KFH (deposit required). One key per flat is permitted.
Barbeques:
A gas barbeque is available for residents’ use. This has wheels and can therefore be used in different parts of the garden. Use of the BBQ is controlled by the caretaker, who can take advanced bookings – call him on 07946 589322. There is a charge of £5 per use to cover the cost of gas and maintenance, payable in advance; BBQ utensils are provided. Two wooden trestle tables and some folding chairs are also available for use with the BBQ. Please return the BBQ cleaned. 

Disposable and tray BBQs and BBQs with legs of less than 700mm are not permitted in the garden as these will kill the grass and leave bare patches. 

Use of balconie/wellss:
To help maintain the gardens as an attractive feature, the following applies to the use of balconies and wells between blocks:

· Balconies are not to be used for drying clothes or for general storage (cleaning or builder’s materials, bin bags, bikes, household items etc). 

· Flowerpots and plant holders are permitted providing they are safely secured.

· Please do not throw rubbish, plants or cigarette ash or ends from balconies or out of windows.
· The use of BBQs on flat balconies is prohibited due to risk of fire and smoke damage.
Non-resident guests:
When non-residents join you in the garden as your day or evening guests, you are responsible for ensuring that the garden usage rules and guidelines are adhered to by all in your party. 

Any suggestions regarding the upkeep and use of the gardens can be addressed to the Managing Agents or by email to board@ashworthmansions.com.

